Visual illusion mimicking dyslexia. A case history.
A 14-year-old girl with reading difficulties was found to have an unusual illusory movement of objects in the central visual field. The movement could be blocked by using a 26 mm Visolette magnifier with an arrow pasted on its lower surface to function as a reference point. After having read with help of this arrangement for 19 months the girl suddenly could see normally and has now been able to read without difficulties for over 3 years. We report the first documented case of visual illusion as the cause of reading difficulty which disappeared at the age of 15 years, thus years after the maturation of visual functions is thought to be completed. Although visual illusion like the one presented here must be rare, it should be diagnosed, because the treatment is totally different from that of usual dyslexia.